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Hope in 
violent times 

"Faith and hope in times of turbulence." The ti­
tle of the Easter message, signed by Msgr. Matthew 
Hassan Kukah, Bishop of Sokoto in Nigeria, already 
foreshadowed what happened during the Easter holi­
days. More than 30 people were killed on Easter Sun­
day in coordinated attacks by armed groups in parts 
of Benue State and southern Kaduna State. 

According to eyewitnesses, the attacks were co­
ordinated by at least dozens of heavily armed men 
who simultaneously targeted churches and residen­
tial areas. In Kaduna State, the army announced it 
had freed 31 hostages after an attack on the village 
of Ariko during the Easter celebrations. At least five 
people were found dead, while residents report that 
at least seven were killed and others abducted. 

Worshippers who gathered for Easter services at 
the local First Ecwa Church and the Catholic Church 
of St. Augustine were particularly targeted. The vi­
olence also affected other states, such as Zamfara, 
where on Holy Saturday, April 4, armed men invaded 
the villages of Kurfa Danya and Kurfan Magaji ab­
ducting more than 150 people, mostly women and 
children. In his Easter message, Bishop Kukah em­
phasized that the insecurity affecting Nigeria has 
turned into a humanitarian crisis, with thousands 
dead, millions of displaced people and communities 
torn apart. 

OBITUARIES 
Brushton - Pauline Mary (Gard­
ner) Parmeter, 85; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial April 11, 2026 at St. 
Mary's Church. 

Brushton - Sharon Mary (Trum­
ble) St. Hilaire, 73; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial April 9, 2026 at St. 
Mary's Church. 

Cape Vincent - Delano Merrill 
Heath, 78; Mass of Christian Buri­
al April 11, 2026 at St. Vincent of 
Paul Church. 

Chateaugay - Patricia Martin 
Jones, 92; Mass of Christian Buri­
al April 11, 2026 at St. Patrick's 
Church; burial in St. Patrick's Cem­
etery. 

Chaumont - Lawrence Edus, 90; 
Mass of Christian Burial April 10, 
2026 at All Saints Church; burial in 
New Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

Constable - Tina Lynn (Sumpt­
er) Ashline, 65; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 9, 2026 at St. Francis 
of Assisi Church; burial in Brain­
ardsville Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Alice A. Hopps 
Jacobs, 89; Mass of Christian Buri­
al April 8, 2026 at St. Regis Church. "After over 20 years and well over 20,000 corps­

es ... the grim harvester still roams freely across the 
country," he declared. The Easter message from the Keeseville - John Patrick Roach, 
bishops of Nigeria, signed by the president of the 65; Private services to be held. 
Catholic Bishops' Conference, Archbishop Matthew 
Man-Oso Ndagoso of Kaduna, also focuses on the 

Keeseville - Elaine (Rush) 
Smith, 94; Mass of Christian Burial 
April 14,2026 at St.John's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery, Yon­
kers. 

Lowville - Joan E. (St. Louis) 
Davis, 86; Mass of Christian Burial 
April 13,2026 at St.Peter's Church; 
burial in Lowville Rural Cemetery. 

Malone - Deborah M. Foote, 66; 
Private services to be held. 

Massena - Edward J. Henderson, 
97; Mass of Christian Burial April 
9,2026 at St.Mary's Church; burial 
in Calvary Cemetery. 

Morristown- Sally Anne (Kinch) 
Moore, 90; Mass of Christian Buri­
al April 25, 2026 at St. John the 
Evangelist Church. 

Ogdensburg - Bonnie Ellen 
Burns, 83; Private services to be 
held. 

Ogdensburg - Karen M. Lock­
wood, 64; Mass of Christian Burial 
April 11, 2026 at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Jeanette C. I. 
(Lalonde) Clark, 83; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial April 8, 2026 at Our 
Lady of Victory Church; burial in 
Mount Carmel Cemetery. 
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Plattsburgh - Heather J. An­
drews Foster, 56; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 7, 2026 at Our Lady of 
Victory Church; burial in St. Peter's 
Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Julie A. (Dupee) 
Frennier, 63; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 10, 2026 at St. Peter's 
Church. 

Plattsburgh - Dr. Thomas Su­
beck Nicoll, 81; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 9, 2026 at St. John's 
Church. 

St. Regis Falls - Lester Jenkins, 
55; Mass of Christian Burial April 
18, 2026 at St. Ann's Church. 

Watertown - Virginia Ruth 
(Spencer) Greenwood, 85; Mass 
of Christian Burial April 11, 2026 
at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church; burial in Glenwood Cem­
etery. 

Watertown - John R. Sugrue, 
90; Mass of Christian Burial April 
9, 2026 at St. Patrick's Church. 

Watertown - Margaret M. 
White, 101; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 8, 2026 at Holy Family 
Church; burial in St. Peter and Paul 
Cemetery, New Boston. 
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Sisters challenge NY gender identity law 
By Matt McDonald 
EWTN News 

A group of Catholic 
religious sisters has 
taken care of terminal 
cancer patients free of 
charge in New York for 
almost 125 years with­
out a problem. 

Now, state officials 
are warning the sis­
ters and other nursing 
home administrators 
about restricting rooms 
and bathrooms to one 
sex and failing to use 
preferred personal pro­
nouns for patients who 
identify as transgender. 
The state is also requir­
ing public postings of 
an antidiscrimination 
notice. 

The Dominican Sisters 
of Hawthorne, who op­
erate Rosary Hill Home, 
a 42-bed facility, have 
received three letters 
from the state's public 
health agency, includ­
ing one warning about 
"refusing to assign a 
room to a resident oth­
er than in accordance 
with the resident's gen­
der identity," "prohibit­
ing a resident from us­
ing a restroom available 
to other persons of the 
same gender identity," 
and "willfully and re­
peatedly failing to use 
a resident's preferred 
name or pronouns after 
being clearly informed 
of the preferred name 
or pronouns." 

The letters took the 
sisters off guard; a state 
agency's website shows 
zero complaints against 
Rosary Hill Home, lo­
cated in Hawthorne, 
a hamlet in the West­
chester County town of 
Mount Pleasant, about 
30 miles northeast of 
Manhattan. 

But complying with 
the state's rules is not 
an option for them, 
since the directives 
contradict their Catho­
lic faith, the sisters told 
the National Catholic 
Register, the sister part-

ner of EWTN News. 
The Catholic Church 

teaches that sex can't be 
changed or separated 
from gender, although 
it also says people iden­
tifying as transgender 
must be treated with re­
spect and compassion. 

"I think the most im­
portant thing is that we 
are adamant in keeping 
our Catholic identity. 
Without that, there's 
no purpose for us to 
do what we're doing," 
Mother Marie Edward, 
OP, the superior of the 
religious congregation, 
told the Register. 

The sisters filed a law­
suit against the state on 
April 6, claiming the 
state is violating their 
rights under the First 
Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The lawsuit, filed in 
U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of New York in White 
Plains, names as defen­
dants New York Gov. 
Kathy Hochul and four 
state administrators in 
the New York State De­
partment of Health. All 
are sued in their official 
capacity. 

The complaint claims 
that the state is violat­
ing the sisters' freedom 
of speech by requiring 
them to state a point of 
view they don't agree 
with and their free ex­
ercise of religion by re­
quiring them to make 
statements against 
their Catholic faith. 

The complaint also 
notes that the state 
statute appears to ex­
empt institutions run 
by the Church of Christ, 
Scientist - it doesn't 
apply to those "whose 
teachings include reli­
ance on spiritual means 
through prayer alone 
for healing" - which 
the complaint says vi­
olates the Catholic sis­
ters' religious freedom 
by favoring one religion 
over another. 

A spokesman for the 

governor did not re­
spond to a request for 
comment by publica­
tion of this story. 

Cadence Acquaviva, 
senior public informa­
tion officer for the New 
York State Department 
of Health, also con­
tacted by the Register, 
emailed the Register the 
following statement: 
"While the department 
does not comment on 
pending or ongoing lit­
igation, the department 
is committed to follow­
ing state law, which 
provides nursing home 
residents certain rights 
protecting against dis­
crimination including, 
but not limited to, gen­
der identity or expres­
sion." 
NEW YORK LAW 

The letters to the sis­
ters from the state's 
public health agency 
stem from a statute 
that the New York Leg­
islature passed in 2023 
with little fanfare and 
almost no opposition, 
known as "The Long­
Term Care Facility Res­
idents' Bill of Rights for 
LGBTQIA+ New Yorkers 
and People Living with 
HN." 

The state Legislature's 
website shows no public 
hearing for the bill that 
created the law. When it 
was introduced on the 
floor of the lower cham­
ber, the New York State 
Assembly, in June 2023, 
the bill drew questions 
from three Republicans 
over the course of about 
10 minutes, mostly in­
formational and none 
hostile. Religious liber­
ty did not come up. 

The Assembly passed 
the bill 144-2. The New 
York Senate passed the 
bill 55-7. Hochul signed 
the bill into law on Nov. 
30, 2023, the eve of 
World AIDS Day. 

"New York's seniors 
should be able to live 
their lives with the 
dignity and respect 
they deserve, free 

from discrimination 
of every kind," Hochul 
said, according to a 
press release issued 
by her office at the 
time. "LGBTQIA + and 
HN-positive seniors are 
among our most vul­
nerable populations, 
and today we are taking 
steps to ensure that all 
New Yorkers - regard­
less of who they are, 
who they love, or their 
HN status - find safe­
ty and support in plac­
es where they need it 
the most. Hate will nev­
er have a place in New 
York." 

The sisters told the 
Register they had nev­
er heard of the bill un­
til the letters from the 
state started arriving 
about two years ago. 
State officials have not 
taken steps against the 
sisters, but the sisters 
say they're worried that 
they will. 

"Over 125 years, 
as far as they know, 
they've never once had 
a patient who was want­
ing to make the gender 
journey, to transition. 
And that's significant, 
because why are we go­
ing through this?" said 
L. Martin Nussbaum, 
the sisters' lawyer and 
a partner with First & 
Fourteenth, a law firm 
with an office in Colora­
do Springs, Colorado, in 
an interview. "This law 
imposed on the Domin­
ican Hawthorne Sisters 
is a form of gender ide­
ology virtue signaling, 
to require these sisters 
to be trained in an ide­
ology entirely contrary 
to Catholic belief." 

"Why are we doing 
this? We don't even 
have such patients," 
Nussbaum said. "It's 
the state requiring 
these holy nuns to bend 
the knee to an ideology 
contrary to their faith." 

One letter from the 
state warned the sisters 
that their nursing home 
can't "restrict a resi-

dent's right to associate 
with other residents or 
with visitors, including 
the right to consensual 
expression of intimacy 
or sexual relations, un­
less the restriction is 
uniformly applied to all 
residents in a nondis­
criminatory manner." 

Rosary Hill Home be­
longs to the Catholic 
Benefits Association, 
which advocates for 
free exercise of reli­
gion rights of members 
in providing employee 
benefits. Nussbaum, 
who represents the 
association, said the 
state's gender-identity 
requirements are cre­
ating a problem where 
there was none. 

"The sisters do not 
want to litigate. They 
want this resolved, and 
they want to focus on 
their ministry," Nuss­
baum said. 
THE CONGREGATION 

The Dominican Sis­
ters of Hawthorne was 
founded by Mother 
Mary Alphonsa, who 
was known as Rose 
Hawthorne Lathrop 
(1851-1926) before 
she entered religious 
life. She was one of 
three children of the 
19th-century novelist 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
author of "The House of 
the Seven Gables" and 
"The Scarlet Letter." 

Raised Unitarian, Rose 
converted to Catholi­
cism during the 1890s. 
In 1896, she opened an 
apartment on the Lower 
East Side of Manhattan 
for patients with incur­
able cancer. 

She founded a reli­
gious congregation in 
1900, which opened a 
nursing home in Haw­
thorne, New York, in 
June 1901. 

The congregation cur­
rently has 44 sisters, 
split between New York 
and another nursing fa­
cility in Atlanta called 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Home. 


