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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Abundance as his followers 
Here is a quote. I will 

tell you who it is at the 
end. "The whole meaning 
of life is trying to find a 
place for our stuff. That's 
what your house is - a 
place to put all your stuff. 
Your house is really just a 
pile of stuff with a cover 
on it. It's a place to keep 
your stuff while you go 
out and get more stuff. 
You then have to buy a 
bigger house because 
you've run out of room 
for all your stuff, and you 
have to have more space 
for more stuff." 

The author is not a fa­
mous philosopher, but 
is actually the comedi-

an George Carlin. Now 
compare the "stuff" that 
George Carlin speaks 
about to the closing 
words of today's Gospel 
passage: "I came so that 
they might have life and 
have it more abundant­
ly." 

Our problem is that 
too often we think abun­
dance refers only to gar­
nering more stuff. Jesus 
is trying to help us un­
derstand in today's Gos­
pel, and throughout his 
whole ministry, that true 
abundance comes not 
from what we possess, 
but from how deeply we 
love, how generously we 
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READINGS 
Acts 2:14a,36-41 
1 Peter 2:20b-25 

John 10:1-10 

share. 
In today's Gospel, Jesus 

uses the image of a good 
shepherd always watch­
ing out for the sheep, 
always providing what is 
best, always making sure 
the sheep are in the right 
place. 

The story presents Je­
sus in relation to us his 

CALLED TO SERVE 

people, his sheep. He 
wants what is best for 

dance, his life, his mes­
sage, his watchful care. 

us. Sometimes we Why would we 
stray. Sometimes even want to look 
we listen to other elsewhere? 
voices. In fact, the Jesus sends each 
voice of Jesus can ofus an invitation: 
sometimes be dif- Spend less time 
ficult to hear be- acquiring more 
cause there are so stuff and less 
many competing time focusing on 
voices in the pub- ourselves. Rath-
lic, voices pushing M R b rt er, look to him so 
us in directions H sr ? e that we can have 
where we should =·=u=co=m=== an abundance of 
not go. life, an abundance 

Just like a good shep- of all that is good. Jesus 
herd does not give up on is the Good Shepherd. We 
his sheep, so Jesus does are not sheep, but we are 
not give up on us. hopefully his faithful fol-

Jesus gives us an abun- lowers. 

Are there bad shepherds? 
There are about five herding, watching the 

million sheep in Ireland. herds and their shep­
Sheep raising is a key herds was an education. 
agricultural job in that It also helped me un-
country. derstand Jesus's teaching 

Kathy and I were in a better . 
group on a pilgrimage to Coming up is Good 
Ireland with Father Tim Shepherd Sunday. Jesus 
Cannan quite a tells us the person 
few years ago. We who tries to enter 
thoroughly en- the sheepfold by 
joyed the visit to hopping a fence is 
Holy sites, church- a thief and a rob-
es and basilicas, ber. That's what 
and the usual gates are for, you 
tourist spots. crooks. 

I came home The sheep ig-
fascinated by the nore that felon 
number of sheep anyway. Sheep 
farms we saw on Deacon only respond to 
our trip. They Kevin Mastellon the voice they 
were everywhere. ====== know, a voice they 

Sheep farms in recognize as be-
Ireland are as plentiful ing in charge. It is also 
as dairy farms are in our the voice of the one who 
region. cares for them. 

What really amazed me Jesus says, "I am the 
was how each grazing Good Shepherd." His 
area, called the sheep- sheep, us, follow his 
fold, was marked off by 
fence or stone wall and 
how the ewes and rams 
stayed within their as­
signed space until moved 
by the sheep herder. 

Since I did not have 
any previous knowledge 
about raising or shep-

voice. 
I expect there are bad 

shepherds - workers who 
have no interest in the 
job they are doing, men 
or women who lead with 
a viscous attitude and 
with screams, shepherds 
who could care less about 

critters who prey on their 
flo ck or who by nature di­
rect the followers to dan­
ger. 

But Jesus tells us to fol­
low him and be saved. "I 
am the gate," he tells us. 
Meaning we can find the 
beautiful pastures of the 
sheepfold of eternal lif e 
only through him, his 
Jove and his mercy. 

Jesus chose apostles 
to continue his teach­
ing. Peter was picked as 

their leader. The apostles 
chose bishops to run the 
church when they were 
gone and priests and dea­
cons to help the bishops. 

Soon they were joined 
by folks who consecrated 
their liv es to God in ser­
vice and worship. 

All these women and 
men, who have sacrific ed 
to follow God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, are 
honored this weekend 
too. Sunday, not coinci-

dentally, is World Voca­
tions Day and Good Shep­
herd Sunday. 

Remember all priests, 
deacons, and consecrated 
in prayer this week. Fol­
low his voice. "The Lord 
is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want." 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

10 DAYS MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS ON A 
RHINE RIVER CRUISE 

ON BOARD THE LUXURIOUS MS AMADEUS SILVER II 
Visting: Freiburg * Strasbourg * Speyer* Rudescheim 

Koblenz *Cologne* Rothenburg * Nuremburg * Munich 

DECEMBER 3 - 12, 2026 
HOSTED BY 

FR. DONALD A. ROBINSON 
STARTING AT 

$4599 FROM NEW YORK* 
*A ir/land tour is $4049 plus $550 gov't taxes/airline surcharges 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Fr. Donald Robinson 

Tel: 315-408-0858 
Email: donrob4@twcny.rr.com 

DON'T MISS OUT! SIGN UP TODAY! 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920;/ax 1-866-314-7296 
info@rcdony.org 

3 5 7 baptized 
in Cambodia 

"The new baptisms of young people and adults that 
we celebrated this year are a sign of great hope. They 
show that young Cambodians hear God's call and want 
to follow it. For our Church, they are a true source of 
strength and life," said Father Enrique Figaredo, SJ, 
Apostolic Prefect of Battambang. He said 92 people, 
mostly young people, were baptized in his Apostolic 
Prefecture on Easter Sunday. "The catechists are also 
very happy and enthusiastic. For us in Battambang, 
who suffer so much from the tense situation on the 
border with Thailand, with internally displaced per­
sons, unemployment, and economic insecurity, these 
young people are a source of true joy and hope. The 
values and ideas they express - solidarity, peace, and 
hope for a better future - are extraordinary." 

Cambodia's small Catholic community (0.15% of the 
predominantly Buddhist population) celebrates new 
baptisms on Easter Sunday - a day of great joy for the 
new "children of God." In the capital, Phnom Penh, 
Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Apostolic Vicar, bap­
tized 152 catechumens during the Easter Vigil at the 
Church of Our Lady of the Smile in Chamkar, Takeo 
Province. The Apostolic Prefecture of Kampong Cham 
recorded 131 baptisms at Easter, bringing the total 
number of Cambodians baptized at Easter to 375. 

In Takeo, Bishop Schmitthaeusler emphasized the 
exhortation "Do not be afraid" as a cornerstone of 
modern life. In a world marked by conflict, violence, 
and uncertainty, "the resurrection of Christ rep­
resents a definitive victory over death and despair," 
he said. "The Resurrection is not simply another piece 
of news among many, but the most significant event 
in history, an event that fundamentally changes our 
worldview." 

The bishop called on the Christian community to 
become messengers of peace, beginning with mutu­
al forgiveness within families and society, as well as 
with neighboring countries. 

Addressing the catechumens, he said: "Our life is 
short, so move forward with hope, for Jesus Christ is 
with us. He endured cruelty, violence and pain to give 
us life." 

Bishop Schmitthaeusler connected the significance 
of Easter with the Khmer New Year (April 14-16, 
which marks the end of the dry season and the begin­
ning of the rainy season). He encouraged the Catholic 
community to use the feast days to build with faith a 
"new world founded on peace, forgiveness, and the 
shared dignity of all people as children of God." 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Please remember the Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg when writing 

or chanqinq your will. 
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Exhibit tells how service 
transf ornts Catholic 
Charities workers 

By Madalaine Elhabbal 
EWTN News 

The traveling "People 
of Hope Museum" by 
Catholic Charities USA is 
sharing the transforma­
tive power of Christian 
service in a sprawling 
tour across the country. 

Catholic Charities an­
nounced the 2026-2027 
tour in April 2025 after 
it received a $ 5 million 
grant from the Lilly En­
dowment as part of its 
Christian Storytelling 
Initiative. 

When considering 
what stories the charita­
ble organization would 
like to tell, Catholic 
Charities USA Vice Pres­
ident for Communica­
tions Kevin Brennan told 
"EWTN News Nightly" 
on April 10: "Ultimate­
ly, it was the story of 
the people, the men and 
women of the Catholic 
Charities network, staff, 
and volunteers, and the 
profound and merciful 
service work that they 
perform day in and day 
out." 

The purpose, he said, 
is "to tell the story 
through their perspec­
tive, which is a bit of a 
change from how we 
would normally do it, 
and to show the rest of 
us around the country 
the profound impact 
this service has not only 
on the one being served 
but on the person doing 
the service." 

The exhibit, housed in 
a retrofitted tractor-trail­
er, contains 42 stories 
from Catholic Charities 
staff serving around 
the country, each "tell­
ing the story of the one 
person or one family 
whom they have served 
through their work who 
had the most profound 

See the exhibit 
The People of Hope Museum will visit: 

• Burlington, Vt-April 28, St. Michael's College 
• Syracuse, NY - May 1, Holy Cross Church 
• Horseheads, NY - May 4, St. Mary Our Mother Church 
• Rochester, NY - May 7, St. Marianne Cope Parish 
• Buffalo, NY - May 9, location TBD 

For a complete schedule, visit https://peopleofhope.us/tour-stops/ 

impact on them," Bren­
nan said. 

"The stories call the 
rest of us who experi­
ence the museum to act 
in kind, to find ways in 
ways big and small, to 
help our neighbors and 
to serve as the Gospel 
calls us to," he said. 

The museum also has 
a "poverty simulator," 
according to Brennan, 
where participants take 
on the persona of some­
one "living on the mar­
gins" and "experience 
the types of decisions 
they make." 

The experience, Bren­
nan said, helps partici­
pants to grow in "under­
standing and empathy" 
for those living in pov­
erty. 

In addition, the mu­
seum has an interactive 
data wall on poverty and 
other challenges fac­
ing Americans across 
the country as well as 
a learning library and 
recording booth to re-

cord reactions to the 
museum "and talk about 
those who give you hope 
in your life." 

The museum will trav­
el through 21 states, 
from Texas to Ohio and 
from Maine to Florida, 
mostly in the eastern 
half of the United States, 
by December. 

"We're going to be all 
over the country for 
the next two and a half 
years," Brennan said, 
noting the schedule for 
2026 is available to view 
while dates for 2027 will 
be announced soon. 
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Pope calls June consistory of cardinals 
By Victoria Cardiel 
EWTN News 

Pope Leo XIV has confirmed 
that he will hold a consistory 
with cardinals from around the 
world on June 26-27, saying 
their previous discussions pro­
duced contributions that are "a 
resource of lasting value" for the 
Church. 

In a letter to the members of 
the College of Cardinals dated 
April 12 and made public Tues­
day, the Holy Father looked back 
on the first consistory of his 
pontificate, held Jan. 7-8, and 
highlighted the importance of 
the cardinals' exchanges there. 

"I greatly appreciate the work 
carried out in the groups, which 
facilitated free, concrete, and 
spiritually fruitful exchanges as 
well as the notable quality of the 
interventions made during the 
plenary," Pope Leo wrote. 

At that January meeting, the 
cardinals chose two of four 
topics proposed by the pope to 
guide their work. Setting aside 
the liturgical question - spe­
cifically the rite used before the 
Second Vatican Council - and 
the issue of relations between 
the Holy See and episcopal con­
ferences, they opted to focus on 
"the mission of the Church in 

the world today" and on "synod 
and synodality as an instrument 
and style of collaboration." 

The pope also placed special 
emphasis on Evangelii Gaudi­
um, Pope Francis' first apostolic 
exhortation, published Nov. 24, 
2013, and centered on proclaim­
ing the kerygma - the Gospel 
with Christ at the center. 

Referring to the cardinals' con­
tributions, Pope Leo said: "This 
exhortation continues to be a 
significant point of reference. In 
addition to introducing new con­
tent, it refocuses everything on 
the kerygma as the heart of our 
Christian and ecclesial identity." 

He added that it was recog­
nized as "a 'breath of fresh air,' 
capable of initiating processes 
of pastoral and missionary con­
version - rather than producing 
immediate structural reforms -
and thus profoundly guiding the 
Church's journey." 

The pope said this perspective 
challenges the Church at every 
level. 

"On a personal level, it calls 
every baptized person to renew 
their encounter with Christ, 
moving from a faith merely re­
ceived to a faith truly lived and 
experienced," he wrote. "This 
journey affects the very quality 
of spiritual life, expressed in the 

primacy of prayer, in the witness 
that precedes words, and in the 
coherence between faith and 
life." 

At the community level, he 
said, the Church must move 
"from a pastoral approach of 
maintenance to one of mission." 

"This requires communities to 
be living agents of the proclama­
tion - welcoming communities 
that use accessible language, at­
tentive to the quality of relation­
ships, and capable of offering 
places for listening, accompani­
ment, and healing," he wrote. 

At the diocesan level, Pope Leo 
stressed the duty of bishops and 
priests to foster missionary zeal. 

"The responsibility of pastors 
to resolutely support mission­
ary boldness emerges clearly, 
ensuring that such boldness is 
not weighed down or stifled by 
organizational excesses but is 
guided by a discernment that 
helps us to recognize what is es­
sential," he said. 

The pope also underlined a 
Christ-centered understanding 
of mission, one that spreads 
"through attraction rather than 
conquest." 

"It is an integral mission, hold­
ing in balance explicit proclama­
tion, witness, commitment, and 
dialogue, and yielding neither to 

the temptation of proselytism 
nor to a merely institutional 
mentality of preservation or ex­
pansion," he wrote . "Even when 
the Church finds herself in a mi­
nority, she is called to live with 
confident courage, as a small 
flock bringing hope to all, mind­
ful that the aim of mission is not 
its own survival but the commu­
nication of the love with which 
God loves the world." 

Among the proposals that 
emerged from the January con­
sistory, the pope said several 
deserve further reflection. These 
include "the need to relaunch 
Evangelii Gaudium through an 
honest assessment of what has 
actually been embraced over 
the years and what, by contrast, 
remains unfamiliar or unimple­
mented," with particular atten­
tion to "the necessary reforms 
of the processes of Christian ini­
tiation." 

He also pointed to "the im­
portance of valuing apostolic 
and pastoral visits as authentic 
opportunities for kerygmatic 
proclamation and for a growth 
in the quality of relationships" 
and called for a reassessment of 
Church communications - in­
cluding at the level of the Holy 
See - "from a more explicitly 
missionary perspective." 

Nearly 500 leaders, actors to read Bible aloud 
By Tessa Gervasini um of the Bible and read seum and will continue including Catholic Book ins. 
EWTN News the King James Version of with speakers reading Publishing, will also send A number of lawmakers 

About 495 faith lead­
ers and advocates are set 
to gather in Washington, 
D.C., to read the entire Bi­
ble aloud ahead of the na­
tion's 250th anniversary. 

America Reads the Bi­
ble is a national Scrip­
ture-reading event and 
movement led by Chris­
tians Engaged, a non­
profit organization com­
mitted "to discipling 
Americans on biblical 
worldview and their re­
sponsibilities as citizens 
to pray, vote, and engage 
for the well-being of our 
nation." 

From April 19-25, a di­
verse set of speakers in­
cluding some Catholics 
will gather at the Muse-

the Bible from beginning each day from 9 a.m. to speakers. Catholic au- and government repre­
to end "as a spiritual eel- 9 p.m. to complete the thor Allan Wright, whose sentatives will speak, in­
ebration of our nation's whole Bible in a week. books focus on disciple- eluding Texas Gov. Greg 
founding ideals and a call Those interested in ship, evangelization, and Abbott, who is Catholic. 
to rediscover the truth attending can register the Catholic faith, will Pro-life leaders will also 
that still anchors us to- to join in person or can read. read, including Marjorie 
day," event organizers watch live online. The event is also part- Dannenfelser, president 
reported. A wide array of speak- nering with CatholicVote of Susan B. Anthony Pro-

The event is inspired by ers including actors, law- and will welcome its pres- Life America, and Kristie 
the Hebrew book of Ezra, makers, and advocates ident, Kelsey Reinhardt, Mccrary, adviser to the 
where the public read- will participate in the an- to read. president. 
ing of Scripture sparked niversary celebration. Catholic figures from Entertainers and ac-
national repentance and Event sponsors and or- the Trump administra- tors from various Chris­
renewal, according to a ganizers will speak over tion will take the stage tian backgrounds will 
press release. the week including Bunni including Secretary of read Scripture includ-

The event will kick off Pounds, America Reads State Marco Rubio and ing Catholic actress and 
with an opening celebra- the Bible organizer and Secretary of Transporta- author Patricia Heaton, 
tion on April 18 as lead- president of Christians tion Sean Duffy. Among and Christian actress 
ers from more than 100 Engaged, and Steve Green, others, Christian admin- Candace Cameron Bure, 
national ministries will chair and co-founder of istration members partic- America Reads the Bible 
begin to gather for the the Museum of the Bible. ipating will also include national spokesperson. 
weeklong celebration. Catholic companies, set Secretary of Defense Pete Other entertainers will 
The recitation will begin to serve as partners with Hegseth and Secretary of include actors Dean Cain 
on April 19 at the mu- America Reads the Bible, Agriculture Brooke Roll- and David Hunt. 


