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Hope 1n the Lord

“Hope in the Lord does not disappoint” is the motto
of the mission organized by the National Direction of
the Pontifical Mission Societies (TPMS) in Albania, in
the Diocese of Rréshen.

Rréshen, home to the cathedral and the bishop’s
residence, along with the surrounding areas, most-
ly rural, with a total population of about 10,000, re-
ceived visits during the first two weeks of March from
missionaries who traveled extensively throughout the
territory.

In the Diocese of Rréshen, located in the mountains
of northern Albania, pastoral work is currently en-
trusted to only six priests and five women’s religious
congregations. In this context, the contribution of
missionaries from other dioceses and congregations
represents a concrete sign of ecclesial solidarity and a
source of comfort for the local community.

The diocese safeguards a valuable historical heritage
and a strong testimony of faith. The mission’s focus
was direct encounters with families. The missionar-
ies, organized in pairs - a priest and a religious sister
or a priest and a layperson - visited homes, sharing
moments of listening and prayer. Thus, the guiding
principles of these visits were encounter, listening,
and hope. In most cases, the welcome was warm and
marked by profound emotion. However, there were
also more delicate situations: some families, affected
by personal or family difficulties, struggled to open
up and welcome the missionaries. Even in these cases,
their discreet and respectful presence became a sign
of closeness and a seed of hope.

“A blessing, a word of comfort, a simple gesture
are essential tools that have made the mission con-
crete. In a time dominated by digital communication,
human contact has once again proven irreplaceable,”
commented Father Agustin Margjoni, a Vincentian
missionary and national director of the Albanian Pon-
tifical Mission Societies, who since the beginning of
his term has strived to collaborate fruitfully with the
bishops and missionaries present in the country.

Among the most significant moments was the meet-
ing of the missionaries with high school students at
the Rréshen Cathedral.

“The mission was also an intense experience of com-
munion among the missionaries themselves. Coming
from different dioceses and religious backgrounds,
they shared not only pastoral service, but also every-
day moments, such as meals and fraternal dialogue,
experiencing how important it is, especially in con-
texts like Albania, to join forces and collaborate,” ex-
plained Father Margjoni.

Atrticle from FIDES missionary news service of the
Pontifical Mission Societies.
Please remember the Pontifical Mission

Societies of the Diocese of Ogdensburg INC. when

writing or changing your will.

OBITUARIES

Chateaugay — Margaret “Peg”
(Perry) Boyea, 85; Mass of
Christian Burial April 7,2026 at
St. Patrick’s Church; burial in St.
Patrick’s Cemetery.

Croghan — Nora B.Martin, 88;
Mass of Christian Burial June
19,2026 at St. Stephen’s Church;
burial in St.Stephen’s Cemetery.

Lowville — Mary A.(Hanno)
Lyng, 89; Mass of Christian

Burial April 10,2026 at St. Peter’s
Church; burial in Martinsburg

(emetery.

Newcomb — Douglas Allen Alitz,
85; Mass of Christian Burial April
4,2026 at St.Therese Church.

Ogdensburg — GeraldT, Rascoe,
88; Funeral Services March 30,
2026 at Frary Funeral Home;
burial in Purmort Cemetery,
Depeyster.

Ogdensburg — Regina L. Shoen,
55; Mass of Christian Burial April
7,2026 at St.Mary’s Cathedral;
burialin Hillcrest Cemetery.

Albany Diocese
$148M abuse settlement

By Daniel Payne
EWTN News

The Diocese of Albany,
New York, will pay sur-
vivors of sexual abuse a
$148 million settlement
in restitution for what
Bishop Mark O’Con-
nell called a “shameful
chapter” of abuse in the
diocese’s history.

The diocese an-
nounced the settlement
in a press release on
March 27. The nine-fig-
ure amount was still
subject to court approv-
al, but the amount itself
had been accepted by
the committee of survi-
vors suing the diocese.

In the press release,
O’Connell admitted a
“clear and un-nuanced
statement of guilt on
the part of the diocese
in its handling of our
predator priests and
others within the dio-
cese.”

“It is a shameful chap-
ter in our history, and
no monetary settlement
such as the one reached
today will erase the pain
caused to survivors,” he
said while apologizing.

The bishop vowed
to be “exceedingly dil-

igent” in working to
“prevent anything like
this occurring again.”

Representatives of the
survivors’ committee,
meanwhile, said the set-
tlement pointed the way
to “closure for all survi-
vors.”

The committee said it
“looks forward to work-
ing further with the dio-
cese to enhance its child
protection protocols.”

The diocese in its
statement said that di-
ocesan insurers may
contribute  additional
funds to the global set-
tlement; the statement
noted that it is “typical”
for insurance carriers to
provide “a significant
portion” of abuse settle-
ments.

The diocese had de-
clared bankruptcy in

North Country Catholic has Green option :

Waddington — Pauline A.
(McNulty) Cantwell, 99; Mass of
Christian Burial March 30,2026
at St.Mary’s Church.

Watertown —Thomas J.Fargo,
84; Mass of Christian Burial April
7,2026 at Holy Family Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Watertown — Nicola L. Luciani,
92; Mass of Christian Burial April
7,2026 at Holy Family Church.

reaches

2023 while facing hun-
dreds of abuse lawsuits
under the state’s Child
Victims Act of 2019.

In April 2025
then-Bishop Edward
Scharfenberger an-
nounced that the Albany
Diocese would launch a
campaign to “rechannel
[diocesan] efforts and
resources” amid a ma-
jor financial crisis.

The plan included the
closure or merging of
“perhaps one-third” of
the diocese’s 126 par-
ishes. The bishop said
at the time that, among
other things, “clergy
health and well-being,
quality sacramental
ministry, consistent at-
tendance, participation,
and volunteerism” were
“heading in the wrong
direction.”
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CHRISM MASS

Bishop Terry R.LaValley celebrated the Chrism Mass on March 26 in St.
Mary’s Cathedral, 0gdensburg.The Mass includes the renewal of priestly
commitments, the blessing of holy oils and the consecration of Chrism.
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Photos by Matthew Dwyer, Darcy Fargo & Jesse Sovie

(Top Left) Priests of the Diocese of 0gdenshurg renew their priestly
commitments. (Middle row left) Mary Beth Bracy, consecrated virgin,
and Lorraine Carney served as lectors for the Chrism Mass. (Bottom
row left) Father Stephen Rocker and Father Douglas Decker exchange
a Sign of Peace during the Chrism Mass. Deacon Tyler Fitzgerald
prepares to proclaim the Gospel. (Top right) Bishop Terry R. LaValley
breathes into the vessel of Holy Chrism. This act symbolizes the
invocation of the Holy Spirit to consecrate the oil, representing the
breath of God at creation and Jesus breathing the Holy Spirit upon
the Apostles. (Bottom right) Deacon James Law carries a vessel of oil
to be blessed.






