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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

'How strong is our faith in Jesus?' 
In a world filled with Are we that different 

artificial intelligence, av- from Thomas? In other 
a tars and photoshop, we words, how strong is 
can easily wonder if we our faith in Jesus? Are 
really see what we think we always looking for 
we see. What or signs of God's 
who is real? If presence? Even 
Jesus appeared more, do we tell 
today, would we God what signs 
believe or would he needs to give 
we think that us? 
we were victims In fact, Jesus is 
of some kind of present to us in 
computer graph- many ways, ways 
ic games? that only the eyes 

With that back- Msgr. Robert of faith can rec-
ground, our H.Aucoin ognize. Our first 
doubting Thom- ====== encounter with 
as does not seem Jesus came on 
that strange at all. "Be- the day of our baptisms 
lieve none of what you when we or our parents 
hear and only half of on our behalf accepted 
what you see" is an often God, accepted his mer­
quoted saying. Thom- cy, and proclaimed our 
as would have none of faith and belief in what 
that. Hearing and see- he taught. 
ing are not enough for Our faith grew until 
him. He wants to see we approached the sac­
the marks left by the rament of reconcilia­
nails and touch those tion and accepted God's 
wounds and put his mercy once again and 
hand into the wounded asked God to forgive 
side of Jesus before he our sins. In today's Gos­
will believe. He truly de- pel passage, Jesus gives 
serves the title "Doubt- his disciples that awe­
ing Thomas." some ability to forgive 

News brief 
Volunteer sitters needed at House of Prayer 
Our Lady of the Adirondacks House of Prayer in Ellenburg Center is 
looking for many volunteer"House Sitters''. The responsibility is to ar­
rive by 10 a.m. on your chosen day(s) and remain on premises until 
2 p.m. to welcome visitors. Snack items are on hand along with tea, 
coffee,soda,and bottled water.Training will be provided on the histo­
ry of the House of Prayer, its mission,and the various ways to carry out 
this gentle ministry of hospitality for those seeking time in a home of 
Mary to listen to our Lord, browse in the library. Flexible schedule and 
hours are fine. If interested in volunteering for one day a month, or 
week, or more, please call Sarah Anderson at 518-534-9976. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
• Search archived papers 
• View diocesan events and much more �~� 

�~� Find us on Facebook! @~ 

April 12 

Second Sunday of Easter 

READINGS 
Acts 2:42-47 
1 Peter 1 :3-9 

John 20:19-31 

sins. 
Our faith pushed us 

forward to receive Je­
sus' body and blood in 
the sacrament of the 
Eucharist. That same 
faith brings us here 
each Sunday and even 
more frequently to cel­
ebrate that Eucharist, 
that body and blood 
of Christ that Thomas 
was able to touch with 
his hands and see with 
his eyes, but we see and 
touch with our lives 
and eyes of faith. This 
Eucharist affirms and 
strengthens our daily 
participation in life so 
that we can truly expe­
rience this life-presence 
of God in our ordinary 

daily living. 
Our faith brought us 

to the sacrament of 
confirmation. At bap­
tism, God says "yes" to 
us, but in confirmation, 
that will be celebrated in 
so many of our parishes 
this spring, our candi­
dates will say "yes" to 
God because faith has 
brought them to that 
point. 

Faith allows couples 
to commit themselves in 
matrimony so that they 
can build up the Body 
of Christ with their chil­
dren and live in harmo­
ny with one another. 

Faith motivates some 
to become ordained 
priests and deacons in 
our Church so that they 
can live their vocation 
in dedicated service to 
the members of Christ's 
body. 

Finally, God comes 
to us in faith when our 
lives become weak, and 
we need his spiritual 
comfort for body and 

APRIL 10 

soul in the anointing of 
the sick. 

Life itself can chal­
lenge our faith, the ex­
istence of God, the val­
ue of Church, the truth 
of our doctrines. These 
challenges can gnaw on 
our belief systems, but 
through it all we must 
remain firm and solid. 

Our faith is real; our 
beliefs are real; the ob­
jects of our faith are 
real. Yes, sometimes 
like Thomas, we want to 
see, feel and touch. We 
cannot do that as did 
Thomas, but we have a 
great affirmation by Je­
sus that applies to all of 
us: "Blessed are those 
who have not seen and 
have believed." 

So, today's scriptures 
remind us, people of 
faith, that we are bless­
ed, blessed in our faith, 
in our beli efs, and in our 
lives. We pray that, like 
Thomas, we may be able 
to proclaim: "My Lord 
and my God!" 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
FATHER JOHN YONKOVIG 

From St. Agnes Church 
and St. Agnes School 
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The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 
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Hope in the Lord 
"Hope in the Lord does not disappoint" is the motto 

of the mission organized by the National Direction of 
the Pontifical Mission Societies (TPMS) in Albania, in 
the Diocese of Rreshen. 

Rreshen, home to the cathedral and the bishop's 
residence, along with the surrounding areas, most­
ly rural, with a total population of about 10,000, re­
ceived visits during the first two weeks of March from 
missionaries who traveled extensively throughout the 
territory. 

In the Diocese of Rreshen, located in the mountains 
of northern Albania, pastoral work is currently en­
trusted to only six priests and five women's religious 
congregations. In this context, the contribution of 
missionaries from other dioceses and congregations 
represents a concrete sign of ecclesial solidarity and a 
source of comfort for the local community. 

The diocese safeguards a valuable historical heritage 
and a strong testimony of faith. The mission's focus 
was direct encounters with families. The missionar­
ies, organized in pairs - a priest and a religious sister 
or a priest and a layperson - visited homes, sharing 
moments of listening and prayer. Thus, the guiding 
principles of these visits were encounter, listening, 
and hope. In most cases, the welcome was warm and 
marked by profound emotion. However, there were 
also more delicate situations: some families, affected 
by personal or family difficulties , struggled to open 
up and welcome the missionaries. Even in these cases, 
their discreet and respectful presence became a sign 
of closeness and a seed of hope. 

"A blessing, a word of comfort, a simple gesture 
are essential tools that have made the mission con­
crete. In a time dominated by digital communication, 
human contact has once again proven irreplaceable," 
commented Father Agustin Margjoni, a Vincentian 
missionary and national director of the Albanian Pon­
tifical Mission Societies, who since the beginning of 
his term has strived to collaborate fruitfully with the 
bishops and missionaries present in the country. 

Among the most significant moments was the meet­
ing of the missionaries with high school students at 
the Rreshen Cathedral. 

"The mission was also an intense experience of com­
munion among the missionaries themselves. Coming 
from different dioceses and religious backgrounds, 
they shared not only pastoral service, but also every­
day moments, such as meals and fraternal dialogue, 
experiencing how important it is, especially in con­
texts like Albania, to join forces and collaborate," ex­
plained Father Margjoni. 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Please remember the Pontifical Mission 
Societies of the Diocese of Ogdensburg INC. when 

writing or changing your will. 
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OBITUARIES 
Chateaugay- Margaret"Peg" 
(Perry) Boyea, 85; Mass of 
Christian Burial April 7, 2026 at 
St. Patrick's Church; burial in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery. 

Croghan - Nora B.Martin,88; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 
19, 2026 at St. Stephen's Church; 
burial in St. Stephen's Cemetery. 

Lowville - Mary A. (Hanno) 
Lyng, 89; Mass of Christian 
Burial April 10, 2026 at St. Peter's 
Church; burial in Martinsburg 

Cemetery. 
Newcomb - Douglas Allen Alitz, 
85; Mass of Christian Burial April 
4, 2026 at St. Therese Church. 

Ogdensburg - Gerald T, Rascoe, 
88; Funeral Services March 30, 
2026 at Frary Funeral Home; 
burial in Purmort Cemetery, 
Depeyster. 

Ogdensburg- Regina L.Shoen, 
55; Mass of Christian Burial April 
7, 2026 at St. Mary's Cathedral; 
burial in Hillcrest Cemetery. 

Waddington - Pauline A. 
(McNulty) Cantwell, 99; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 30, 2026 
at St. Mary's Church. 

Watertown - Thomas J. Fargo, 
84; Mass of Christian Burial April 
7, 2026 at Holy Family Church; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Nicola L. Luciani, 
92; Mass of Christian Burial April 
7, 2026 at Holy Family Church. 

Albany Diocese reaches 
$ l 48M abuse settlement 

By Daniel Payne 
EWTN News 

The Diocese of Albany, 
New York, will pay sur­
vivors of sexual abuse a 
$148 million settlement 
in restitution for what 
Bishop Mark O'Con­
nell called a "shameful 
chapter" of abuse in the 
diocese's history. 

The diocese an-
nounced the settlement 
in a press release on 
March 27. The nine-fig­
ure amount was still 
subject to court approv­
al, but the amount itself 
had been accepted by 
the committee of survi­
vors suing the diocese. 

In the press release, 
O'Connell admitted a 
"clear and un-nuanced 
statement of guilt on 
the part of the diocese 
in its handling of our 
predator priests and 
others within the dio­
cese." 

"It is a shameful chap­
ter in our history, and 
no monetary settlement 
such as the one reached 
today will erase the pain 
caused to survivors," he 
said while apologizing. 

The bishop vowed 
to be "exceedingly dil-

igent" in working to 
"prevent anything like 
this occurring again." 

Representatives of the 
survivors' committee, 
meanwhile, said the set­
tlement pointed the way 
to "closure for all survi­
vors." 

The committee said it 
"looks forward to work­
ing further with the dio­
cese to enhance its child 
protection protocols." 

The diocese in its 
statement said that di­
ocesan insurers may 
contribute additional 
funds to the global set­
tlement; the statement 
noted that it is "typical" 
for insurance carriers to 
provide "a significant 
portion" of abuse settle­
ments. 

The diocese had de­
clared bankruptcy in 

2023 while facing hun­
dreds of abuse lawsuits 
under the state's Child 
Victims Act of 2019. 

In April 2025 
then-Bishop Edward 
Scharfenberg er an-
nounced that the Albany 
Diocese would launch a 
campaign to "rechannel 
[diocesan] efforts and 
resources" amid a ma­
jor financial crisis. 

The plan included the 
closure or merging of 
"perhaps one-third" of 
the diocese's 126 par­
ishes. The bishop said 
at the time that, among 
other things, "clergy 
health and well-being, 
quality sacramental 
ministry, consistent at­
tendance, participation, 
and volunteerism" were 
"heading in the wrong 
direction." 

North Country Catholic has Green option 
Our E-paper is now easier lo read online. You can receive your North Co11nt1y Catholic in 

your e-mail ralher lhan in lhe mail. Fill in your informalion and send lhis form lo: 

Oriease swilch my current NCC subscr iption to E-mail 
Name ______________ _ 

Address. ______________ _ 

PO Box 326 
Ogdensburg, 
NY 13669 

OR Call 

City ________ Slate __ Zip____ Chrisline al 
3 JS-608-7556 l 

E-mail._______________ 10 make the : 
l 

c ____________________________________________ ~~a~~e- _ J 
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CHRISM MASS 
Bishop Terry R. La Valley celebrated the Chrism Mass on March 26 in St. 

Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg. The Mass includes the renewal of priestly 
commitments, the blessing of holy oils and the consecration of Chrism. 

Photos by Matthew Dwyer, Darcy Fargo & Jesse Sovie 
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{Top Left) Priests of the Diocese of Ogdensburg renew their priestly 
commitments. {Middle row left) Mary Beth Bracy, consecrated virgin, 
and Lorraine Carney served as lectors for the Chrism Mass. {Bottom 
row left) Father Stephen Rocker and Father Douglas Decker exchange 
a Sign of Peace during the Chrism Mass. Deacon Tyler Fitzgerald 
prepares to proclaim the Gospel. {Top right) Bishop Terry R. La Valley 
breathes into the vessel of Holy Chrism. This act symbolizes the 
invocation of the Holy Spiritto consecrate the oil, representing the 
breath of God at creation and Jesus breathing the Holy Spirit upon 
the Apostles. {Bottom right) Deacon James Law carries a vessel of oil 
to be blessed. 




